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PORTSMOUTH’S PREMIER DIVE CENTRE AND DIVE CLUB 

WINNER OF PORTSMOUTH’S BEST SMALL BUSINESS OF THE YEAR AWARD  

 
 

WELCOME TO THE LATEST 
NEWSLETTER 

 
Here we are at the end of another 
year.  Christmas has gone and I hope 
that Santa brought you all the goodies 
that you asked for.  It’s been a 
reasonable year for us in spite of the 
economic issues around the world.  
The club has grown from strength to 
strength and we would like to thank 
you for your support.  We have said 
farewell to a few club members who 
have either stopped diving or moved 
away, but we have also welcomed in 
lots of new members.  The club has 
had some great social functions; a 
Spring Ball in the Spinnaker Tower ... 
 

 
 
a Summer Ball in the Queens, and 
Halloween and the Christmas Ball in 
the Royal Beach.  Every function had 
over 100 club members and guests 
and they were all great fun.  Even the 
regular club nights saw an average of 
50 – 60 members.  The club also ran 3 
brilliant holidays, a liveaboard in 
Egypt, a trip to Borneo.... 
 

  
 
and not forgetting our annual 
pilgrimage to Dahab.  We reintroduced 
the “club weekends” which included 
DMs on the boats helping out new 
divers as well as some great dives for 
experienced members.  These 
weekends were a great mix of diving 

and socialising – the ideal 
combination.  Next year we have lots 
planned – more weekends of fun and 
diving, some fantastic diving holidays, 
(which are already booking up fast) 
and more great social functions.   
 

 
 
The new boats will be operating here 
and in Portland with a full, value for 
money schedule of diving at a discount 
price for club members.  We have a 
video and photography workshop 
planned for the summer with Mike Pitts 
(cameraman on Blue Planet), and 
some other interesting presentations, 
so there is plenty to look forward to in 
2010.  Without question it is you the 
members who make this club so much 
fun.  So from all of us, we would like to 
say, thank you for your custom, your 
company and your friendship during 
2009, and we hope you will join us for 
more fun in 2010. 
 

NEW FACEBOOK FAN 
PAGE 

 

 
 
Last month we started up a Facebook 
fan page.  We have had a Group page 
running for some time but we have 
now opened up a fan page so that you 
can load up images, discussions, 
videos yourselves and generally 
interact with others on the page.  It 
also provides us with another means 
of making contact with you and letting 
you know what is going on.  We will 
probably be phasing out the group 
page in due course, so if you haven’t 
already done so, please join the fan 
page.  Just type in Triton Scuba and 
you should find the familiar logo pop 
up on your screen. 

 
 
 

 
 

CLUB NIGHT 
7 JANUARY 2010 

 

 
 
The first club night of the year is on 7 
January in the Coast Bar of the Royal 
Beach.  As we have done for the last 2 
years, the raffle on the January club 
night is a bit different – it is the 
opportunity to offload a couple of those 
presents that you didn’t want.  It is 
always great fun and raises a good bit 
of money for charity so please come 
along and see in the New Year with us 
(albeit a few days late).  If you are 
coming can you please let us know so 
we can order enough food.  Menu is 
Cow Pie and Mash. 
 

CLUB NIGHT/PHIL SHORT 
PRESENTATION 

2 FEBRUARY 2010 
 

I have now managed to get hold of 
Phil and have pinned him down to a 
date – 2nd February.  As a result the 
February Club night is going to be on a 
Tuesday rather than a Thursday (that 
means you and Steve can come 
Maz!).  Phil is one of the leading 
technical and cave divers in the world 
and he has some great stories to tell 
and some amazing images.  It will be 
in the Royal Beach Hotel starting at 
7.30 pm.  The function is free for club 
members and £5 for guest to cover 
food.  It is a ticket event as there are 
only 100 spaces available so please 
let us know if you are coming.  It is a 
charity raising event and we hope that 
all those who do come would like to 
make a donation to charity on the 
night.  
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CHRISTMAS BALL 2009 
 

 
 
It was another corker.  120 people, 
some great food and some very 
strange dancing.  As well as some 
familiar faces there were some new 
members and guests who were 
coming to their first Triton event.  From 
the feedback we have had it won’t be 
their last.   
 

 
 
Special mention must go to Gaynor’s 
group who hit the dance floor as soon 
as the tables were cleared and then 
never left it, to the Young brothers who 
behaved impeccably all night.  And not 
forgetting all those people (yes I’m 
looking at you Debs) who worryingly 
knew all  the steps to all those euro-
pop line dancing kind of songs with 
names like “the Macaroni” 
 

 
 
So wrong on so many levels but very 
funny to watch.  There was a raffle on 
the evening and that raised a brilliant 
£520 so many thanks to you all for 
your support in that.  Photos from the 
party have been plastered over 
various facebook pages and galleries 
– please get onto the face book fan 
page and tag people you know, even 
yourself.  In theory you can now put 
away your tux’s and party dresses for 
a bit as the next scheduled posh frock 
do will be in the Summer.  But then 
you never know, we might have 
something else lined up between now 
and then. 

 

MOOSE MILK 
19/20 DECEMBER 

 

 
 
A steady stream of club members 
dropped in for a glass of Christmas 
cheer throughout the weekend and it 
was lovely to see you all.   
 

 
OPEN WATER COURSES 
NOW COMPUTER BASED 

 

 
Most of you reading this are already 
qualified, but in case you want to tell a 
friend, all our open water courses are 
now being undertaken using diving 
computers.  Tables are no longer 
being used for training.  PADI recently 
introduced this option and we think it is 
a positive move in the right direction. 
 

DRYSUITS FOR THE 
ADVANCED OPEN WATER 

COURSE 
. 

 
 
Several years ago we used to run all 
our courses in drysuits during the 
colder months.  This stopped for 
various reasons.  However, we are 

pleased to say that we are 
reintroducing a drysuit option into our 
training for the Advanced Open Water 
course.  Therefore, if you book an 
Advanced Open Water course with us 
between now and June next year you 
have the option of doing the course in 
a drysuit.  This means that you will 
have already done dive 1 of the drysuit 
course when you have finished, which 
also means you can finish off your 
drysuit speciality with just one extra 
dive, saving you time and money, and 
keeping you warm all at the same 
time.  And there is another thing – if 
you complete your drysuit speciality 
course with us, we will give you £100 
off the price of a new drysuit should 
you wish to purchase one.  Now that is 
a bargain. 
 

DRYSUITS ARE BACK ON 
THE HIRE RAIL 

 
We have a lot of new Scubapro 
neoprene drysuits coming in next year.  
These top of the range neoprene suits 
will be available to hire at a reasonable 
price.  So now you don’t have to worry 
when the water gets a bit chilly.  The 
new drysuits are the Everdry4, a 
flexible neoprene suit with a neoprene 
sock which you can then wear with a 
pair of neoprene boots.  We will also 
have a range of undersuits available 
so you don’t have to worry about 
getting your own thermals. 
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AWARDS FROM PADI  
 

 
 
Every now again it is nice to have 
some recognition and this month it has 
come from PADI so we thought we 
would let you know about it.  It has 
been a busy year for training, and both 
Ian and I recently received certificates 
for certifying 100 students each. 

 
WE GO “ONLINE” 

 

 
 

Last month we mentioned the recent 
changes that PADI had made 
including a lot of new online 
programmes.  We all lead busy lives 
and we know that fitting in the time to 
do your training is sometimes difficult   
so we have now incorporated the 
eLearning training options into our own 
programmes, giving you the choice to 
study at your own pace and in the 
comfort of your own home, or here 
with us in the classroom.  We have 
placed an “online training” page onto 
the Triton Scuba website, as well as 
links on several course pages.  These 
links will allow you to buy an access 
pass (meaning you can buy your 
course in good old UK £s rather than 
US$).  Or you can buy one in the 
shop.  Once you have bought your 
access pass we will email you the 
pass number and then you can get 
learning online.   Does it cost you 
more?  Well you don’t have to do your 
theory online, however, if you choose 
to, the good news is that it will cost 
you exactly the same as doing it in the 
classroom with us in the traditional 
way, this is just another option.  So, 
what can you now do on line with us? 
 

NITROX COURSES NOW 
ONLINE 

 
For those of you who are looking to do 
a nitrox course our courses are now 

online.  Simply go to the website and 
click onto the “eLearning”  banner, or 
go to the “nitrox courses” page.  Once 
there you will find a link to buy a nitrox 
course access pass (the cost is £95).  
It looks like this: 
 

 
 
Simply click on the banner and buy the 
pass on line.  The pass will be sent to 
you by email and you can then log 
onto the PADI website and get 
learning.  Once completed you simply 
come and see us and we will finish off 
the training in an hour or so.  There is 
nothing else to pay. 

 
ADVANCED OPEN WATER 

NOW ONLINE 
 

As well as the nitrox course, we now 
have the facility for you to take your 
advanced open water theory online as 
well.  Again, you go to the website and 
click the “eLearning training” button.  
On the eLearning webpage click on 
the AOW eLearning button which 
looks like: 
 

 
 
and follow the links to the Advanced 
Open Water Access pass.  Please 
contact us prior to purchasing the pass 
in order that we can tell you what dive 
theory sections are available to you.  
The cost of the AOW access pass is 
£75 and this is deducted from the price 
of your full AOW course. 
 

DIVE THEORY ONLINE 
FOR ALL OUR DM AND IDC 

CANDIDATES  
If you are working towards your DM 
qualification or your IDC then as well 
as all the training we give you there is 
an additional online theory programme 
available.  Follow the eLearning links 
on the website and click on the Theory 
Online button to purchase an access 
pass.  The pass is £60 and looks like 
this: 
 

 

IDC SECTION NOW 
ONLINE 

 
Finally, if you are joining one of our 
IDCs either here or in Egypt you can 
now undertake the first 2 days on line.  
This means that you can reduce the 
amount of classroom time by 2 days.  
The cost of the IDC Online Section is 
£200 and you can take this from the 
cost of the total IDC so you don’t lose 
out.  Same procedure if you want to do 
it, just follow the eLearning link and 
click on the image that looks like this: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then purchase your access pass and 
start your training. 
 
We have always believed that getting 
quality training from a professional 
educator is the most important aspect 
of any diving course, and we still do.  
The eLearning system does not take 
away from that requirement and all the 
in-water training will continue to be 
conducted by us with high quality 
equipment in a proper training 
environment.  But for some of you, the 
eLearning option might be attractive.  
If you have any questions on these 
options please give us a call. 
 

NEW INSTRUCTOR 
MATERIALS 

 

 
 
We also mentioned last month that the 
new instructor materials have been 
released.  Any instructors wishing to 
purchase new materials can do so at a 
much reduced rate from us.  Give us a 
call. 

 

 
 

SCUBAPRO DRYSUITS 
 

Scubapro drysuits have never really 
taken off much in the UK.  Probably 
because they were not really that 
brilliant.  Great materials, but the sizes 
were always a bit weird and the pricing 
was way off the mark.  That was ... 
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until now, (he says in a Jeremy 
Clarkson accent).  They have gone 
completely bonkers, launching not one 
or two, but 4 new drysuits in the range, 
totally changing the line up.  Not only 
that but they have gone completely 
radical!   

 
 
This is the Fusion.  It is totally different 
to anything I have ever seen.  I think it 
was designed by Whites (big in North 
America) exclusively for Scubapro.  
Essentially it is 2 layers, an oversized 
inner layer or bi-laminate which has all 
the cuffs, neck seal and socks and a 
stretchy 1mm neoprene external layer.  
When you put it on the inner bit is a bit 
like getting into a huge crisp packet – 
there are only 4 sizes and it seems like 
there is almost too much material.  
However, this is because once the first 
layer is on, the stretchy bit is pulled on 
and this brings all the inner bit close to 
the body.  It is without doubt the most 
flexible suit I have ever tried on.   And 
once I had put my sceptical specs to 
one side, and actually managed to get 
it on I have to admit it was incredibly 
comfortable.  It is also very light 
weight.  The only disadvantages with it 
are the price – it is around £1K, and 
the fact that the material offers no 
insulation (that is totally nothing) at all.  
Whether it will take off as a product I 
am not sure – it is so far removed from 
everything else on the market that 
traditional died in the wool UK divers 
might not get it.  But at least it is 
something new.  The other drysuits 
that Scubapro have launched are the 
flexible neoprene Everdry4 and to 

heavy duty cordura options.  Having 
been out of the drysuit market for 
some time, I think that Scubapro now 
have some serious products well worth 
looking at. 
 
TRIP REPORT FROM SOUTH 

AFRICA 
 

The Ginger one has finally got around 
to putting pen to paper and has 
produced us a nice trip report about 
his little soiree in South Africa.  
Unfortunately, being a bit of a luddite 
he has written it in some programme 
that no one else in the English 
speaking world actually uses so we 
can’t open it.  Maybe next month eh?  
In the meantime, here is a photograph 
of a Cape Sea Lion he took.! 
 

 
 

CHARITY NEWS 
SCUBA SANTAS 2009 

 
A big well done to everyone from the 
club who went along to support the 
Scuba Santas event at Vobster just 
before Christmas.  Apparently around 
190 people turned up for the event in 
total in order to raise money for the 
RNLI.   Well done to Amy and Martin 
at Vobster and to all the completely 
mad bunch who jumped in.  You are 
bonkers. 
 

 
 
 
 

LAST DIVE OF THE YEAR 
 

 
 
A few hardy souls braved Vobster for 
the traditional last dive of the year on 
30 December.  Water was a chilly 7 
degrees, which was at least 6 degrees 
warmer than it was out of the water. 

 

AND  FINALLY ..... 
 
More Course Successes ..... 
 

 
 
Many congratulations to the last 
batch of students to complete 
courses with us in 2009, the Open 
Water and Drysuit courses that 
finished on 13 December.  To you 
and the other 450 students who 
completed training with us this 
year, have a Happy New year and 
we look forward to diving with you 
in 2010. 
 
 Coming Next Month ... 
 

·  Ginger Phil finally gets 
to grips with Microsoft 
WORD 

·  We report on the first 
club meeting and the 
unwanted presents raffle 

·  News about an 
Instructor’s meeting and 
update in early 2010 
(didn’t get time to sort it 
out this month) 

·  Intermediate and 
Advanced Powerboat 
course reports 

·  Plus the usual banter 
and club news .... 


