WELCOME TO THE LATEST
NEWSLETTER

Welcome to the November newsletter.
Guess what, is now the end of
November and there are only 4 weeks
until Christmas — where did the year
go? However, in spite of stormy
weather and dropping temperatures
we are still hard at it here. The last
month has seen us running half term
try dives and lots of courses including
our first RYA programme for a while.
November also saw us run our regular
trip to Egypt which was a huge
success. On the training front PADI
have recently launched a lot of
changes and we are already
implementing these into our training
programmes staying well ahead of the
game. In addition we continue to
enhance our equipment range with
quality brands — making sure we have
equipment in stock when you want it.
So plenty going on at the coal face —
read on for more ......

Sociall Events

The Christmas Ball is a sell out. No
more spaces | am afraid. For those of
you who were going to go but forgot to
get tickets — sorry, you will have to
come to the next one. We will tell you
all about it in the next newsletter.

MOOSE MILK
19/20 DECEMBER

As we do every year, just before
Christmas we will have drinks and
snacks on offer if anyone would like to
come and join us. Bill is just off to
Canada to get the Moose Milk. Pop in
for a tipple — and leave the car!

CLUB NIGHT
7 JANUARY 2010

It's become a bit of a tradition. We
have a special raffle on the first club
night after Christmas when the prizes

are all your unwanted Christmas
presents. The rules are simple. Wrap
up any unwanted pressies and bring
them to the club night on January 7™
We then raffle them off for charity.
The only other rule is that if you win it
you have to keep it! This is always an
excellent night that raises a good bit
for charity, so keep those presents and
let us know if you can make it.

PHIL SHORT
PRESENTATION

| have been trying to get hold of Phil
for a few weeks now. | bumped into
him at DEMA and he said that he
might have to postpone his talk in
January. As | have not been able to
speak to him since | have decided to
cancel this presentation until a later
date when it is convenient for him. |
will let you know a new date in due
course.

SOUTHSEA SUBAQUA CLUB
PRESENTATION

| have just had a note from Southsea
SAC. They have a talk at their club
house at Fort Widley at 9.00 pm on
10th December by the Royal Navy
Bomb Disposal team who disposed of
the bomb they found during the
summer. The team will be talking
about some of their other escapades
and as someone who has been
involved in this particular activity those
escapades are numerous, so it will be
well worth going. The talk is free but
the club will be asking for donations to
charity on the night. If you would like to
go please contact Alison via email on
secretary@southseasubaqua.org.uk

HALLOWEEN PARTY 2009

| actually managed to miss the
Halloween Party as | was flying to
DEMA while the revelry was going on,
and apparently | missed a really good
one. Typical!l But having said that all
of the club do’s are brilliant anyway so
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missing one won't hurt. The function
was in the cellar room of the Royal
Beach hotel where we had it last year.

Around 80 people turned up on the
night which was quite good
considering the number of club
members who were away at the time.
Members were greeted with a glass of
ghoulish punch when they arrived just
to get things going but to be honest
this party didn’t need alcohol. Some of
the costumes were incredible and
many people were saying “who the
hell is that” to lots of people. Credit
has to go in particular to Melons:

for not looking anything like Melons
and being particularly scary. To the
Invisible Man:

who remained invisible for the entire
evening (and | still have no idea who it
was — what a great way to gatecrash
other peoples Halloween parties eh!).
Also credit to Chris and Debs (who
were  worryingly  convincing  as
zombies) and to newly qualified DM
Pete Humphrys who well just
looked nothing like Pete Humphrys:
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The party went on until the early
hours, finally winding up at around
1.00 am. Some people then went off
to another party and we heard that that
went on until around 5.00. How do we
know? Well it is because Wyndham
managed to get stuck in the lift when
he came back to his room in the hotel
— unfortunately the telephone in the lift
wasn't working either so he settled
down for the night on the floor — it was
only because a lady got stuck in the
other lift and her phone did work that
Wyndham was actually found at all.
You couldn’t make it up if you tried.

RYA LEVEL 2
13/14 DECEMBER

| still have a space on this course if
anyone wants to have some fun on the
water.

THE LATEST FROM PADI

2010 is a mandatory update year for
Course Directors. When there are
significant changes in the PADI
training systems and organization they
get all of the CDs together so that we
can start the process of passing the
information down the chain. The first
update was at DEMA in Orlando and |
was there with a handful of other UK
CDs. So what's new:

COMPUTER BASED OW
AND NITROX COURSES

This was mentioned in one of the
quarterly training bulletins; next year
PADI are promoting the use of
computers with these two courses.
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Students will not need to use the RDP
or the ERDP.

Well let's face it, when was the last
time you popped one out of you BCD
to check your surface interval. We
have already implemented both these
programmes so training with us in
future will entail using a computer.

E-LEARNING EXPANDS

..... and its getting bigger. You would
never have noticed that PADI loves
eLearning would you? The AOW
course theory can now be done on-line
so students just turn up for the diving
and next year they are launching the
Digital Underwater Photography theory
on line and also Dive Theory online.
We are quite excited by the latter as a
useful resource for DMs, Instructor
candidates and Sl candidates. It is
going to be an interactive programme
that not only provides questions but
also practical solutions. All the
elLearning programmes have a cost
involved so speak to us about access
passes to the programmes if you are
interested.

IDC TWO DAYS NOW
AVAILABLE ONLINE

The elLearning programmes have now
been brought into the IDC with the first
2 days of theory being completed in
front of your computer if you wish.
This reduces classroom time for IDC
candidates who are taking time off
work and along with a couple of other
changes will potentially reduce the
overall duration of the IDC. We have

changed our course already (the first
dive centre in the UK to do so), so that
candidates have the option of doing
the online section or completing the
whole course in the classroom.

NEW INSTRUCTOR
MATERIALS

The instructors amongst you will know
how convenient the existing manual is
.... ok well maybe not. The good news
is they have revised all the instructor
materials. Rather than the 1,000
pages we used to have, the instructor
manual is now around 165 pages, A5
sized, and conveniently fits inside a
log binder. All renewing instructors will
get a copy of the new instructor's
manual on disc so you can print it off
or alternatively you can buy a paper
version. The new manual covers all
the general standards and procedures
as well as course standards and the
reference material about PADI, QA
and so on. Conveniently this is now in
alphabetical order. In addition there is
also a new manual which is called the
Guide to Teaching which covers the
tips and recommendations on how
each course should be taught. This
book also has information for IDC
candidates and is now required
material for IDC Candidates. It will be
in the IDC crewpack and will also
come with a decal. Another change is
that DM candidates will get a copy of
the instructor's manual in the DM
crewpack. We have always
recommended that DM candidates had
the materials. This  will ensure
candidates always have the materials
they need and it will prevent the illegal
copying of instructor manuals.

INSTRUCTORS UPDATE
| recently ran a Staff Instructors update
in Egypt and if any Staff Instructors
would like an update please let me
know as | am happy to put one
together here.

OTHER PADI STUFF ....

Drift and naturalist diver have been
revised, the Emergency Oxygen
Provider course counts towards the
MSD qualification and there is a new
PADI Pros Website coming next year
as well. About time too | hear you say.
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TRY DIVES AT TARO LIESURE
CENTRE

During the half term week Taro
Leisure Centre in Petersfield made
contact with us to run some try dives
and we were happy to oblige with
around 20 youngster taking part. Glad
you all enjoyed it.

DEMA REPORT

DEMA is the biggest dive show in the
World and it is always exciting to see
what's new, what's hot and what's not.
Invariably there are some products
that you look at and think ...... why?
And at the same time there are those
that you think, “I wish | had thought of
that”. This year DEMA was in Orlando
and having missed it for a year or two |
thought it was about time to go along.
The first couple of days | spent doing
updates and going to various PADI
and manufacturers seminars while the
show was set up. But once opened it
is an Aladdin’'s cave of dive goodies.
There were several things that caught
my eye. First was the Dark Buster
Torches.

I met this company 2 years ago and
their HID is incredibly bright. This year
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they have brought out a 700 lumen
LED. It is light and well made and at
£189 in the shops this powerful
rechargeable torch is as good as many
torches but only half the price. We
have decided to stock these and have
them in the shop now. On another
stand was an enterprising software
writer who has produced an “ap” for
your iPhone that will turn it into a dive
computer.

The problem of a waterproof case and
interface has also been rectified and
while it is still a prototype it will be out
next year. Not sure | would want to
risk my iPhone when | can get a
computer for under £200 but it just
shows what can be done. Another
great little innovation was a camera
housing that was adjustable and would
take over 450 compact cameras.

| gave the guy my Fuji to try it with and
he fitted it in just 3 minutes.
Impressive | thought seeing a potential
winner. However, just as | was about
to reach for my wallet | spotted a flaw.
When | went to take a photograph |
realised that it would turn on and take
a picture but that was it. That said at
around £100 expected retail it might
not be a bad option for someone who
already has a compact. Also on show
was a video camera mask.

These have been seen elsewhere but
were being pushed as they now have
an HD camera version. You simply
switch it on and the camera takes what

you see. Simple, effective .... do |
want one — not really.
Other stuff — there were new

computers, a new regulator from
Scubapro, white fins from Scubapro
and plenty more. It is a hectic rush
around stands, seminars and social
events but it is well worth going. Hey,
and | got to see Mickey Mouse as well.

DAHAB 2009

We have just had a brilliant trip to
Egypt. 22 of us arrived at Gatwick for
the delightful scheduled Monarch flight
to arrive in the equally delightful airport
at Sharm, also known as the Egyptian
Job Creation Scheme. The advent of
Swine Flu had allowed the Egyptian
authorities to create even more jobs,
with people handing out additional
forms, checking forms and sticking
thermometers into ears. Excellent, at
least 3 more processes added to
immigration procedures.; supporters of
“LEAN" and business efficiency would
go nuts. The complete opposite was
true in the minibus industry when we
were all crammed onto a couple of 12-
seater minibuses. Yes, enough seats
for bums, but someone forgot about
the 25kg per person of luggage! The
lack of leg room, mandatory Egyptian
music and 20 foul smelling ciggies an
hour made the transfers a total joy as
usual — especially for Debs who found
herself in the gearstick seat!

On arrival we found that the Dahab
Paradise was a really lovely hotel.
Slighty more expensive (but still
cheaper than some trips we know), it
had a lovely dining area and was right
on the beach. We were picked up the
following day (more vehicles this time)
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and after some paperwork it was off
for a check out dive before embarking
on a week of excellent diving.
Summer and the other dive guides did
the group proud, with some excellent
sites and some great guiding. It was
kind of a “camera week” really
(methinks this underwater
photography lark might take off!).

Bill was hoping to take some great
photos with his camera but he decided
to turn his nice Fuji Finepix into a very
expensive spirit level. Martin Finch
decided to gift wrap his camera and
leave it lying around for someone else
to pick up, and Mark Roach just kept
snapping away in the vain hope of
getting a good shot. Come on Mark,
do the course — you know you will love
it.

Bells-Blue Hole was nice and eventful
trip out. Tom Kentell embarked on a
new PADI “No Regulator Diving”
speciality when he thought better of
sticking that thing in his mouth and
Mark tried to blag loads of free
photography tips from one of the pros
..... tsk tsk — come on Mark, do the
course.

The early morning dive to the Canyons
was also excellent, although
Timmeeee disgraced himself again by
taking the whole group through the fish
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bowl exit — you should know better
Timeeee. The boat trip to Gabr el Bint
was on the roughest day | had ever
seen. All the money was on Marzena
to be the first one to puke having told
the masses the evening before that
she was not good on boats. To be
honest my money would have been on
Debs had she gone but she bottled it.
And while | am on the subject of
bottling it, my hat goes off to Noel, who
threw up for the Philippines the whole
way back ... and because of the wind
and potential for facial blowback ....
kept it in a cut off water bottle. Gross!

The evenings were great fun with the
group getting together most of the
time. The Karaoke was a real belter,
with  myself, Timee and Noel
monopolising the microphone.

There was talk about people running
around naked having jumped in the
pool but they were just bad rumours.
And when someone else had the
audacity to muscle in on the
microphone, Bill showed his contempt
and disgust in the most unusual way.

When we weren't busy singing, eating,
drinking and generally having a great
time we would while away hours and
hours contentedly counting the mossie
bites on Luke’s back and arms!

Thankfully for the rest of us, except for
Deborah’s thigh and Tim’s willy, (not
that | witnessed the said bites) Luke’s
nightly blood donations kept the rest of
us relatively injury free. That said | am
mounting a campaign to get the hotel
to fill in the mossie breeding farm they
call a pond. All too soon it was over
and all we had were memories, signed
log books, slight hangovers and, in
Luke's case, a years supply of
mossie bites. The return journey to
the airport was a similar debacle on
space as the previous one, and
interestingly Debs opted for the gear
stick seat once again — did | miss
something on the way out? Perhaps
the driver was related to Mohamed

Amazingly, having overdone it on
manpower when we arrived, the
Egyptians had completely underdone it
on the way back with a resultant 60
minute queue to get through passport
control. Oh well, at least the plane
was on time. We will of course be
going back to Dahab to see all our
friends again next year. Until then,
there are plenty of other trips you can
join during 2010.

Coming Next Month ...

- Hopefully Ginger Phil
will produce his article
on South Africa
lan and | get a certificate
from PADI
Full report from the best
dive club function of the
year — the Christmas Ball
News about Instructor
meeting and update in
early 2010
Plus the wusual banter
and club news ....
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